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This report

This is the eighth annual report of Reproductive Health Matters (RHM). It covers the calendar year 1 January - 31 December 2000, which is also the financial year of the project.

Objects of the charity

"To advance education for the public benefit concerning all aspects of the reproductive health and reproductive rights of women worldwide, in particular by the production of regular publications in this field." 

There were no major changes or additions to the policies of the charity in 2000.

Organisation of the charity

In 2000, the charity consisted of the staff (editor, three editorial consultants, an office/promotion manager, an administrator/promotion officer, a finance officer, a voluntary international Board of Trustees/Directors of seven people and a voluntary international Editorial Advisory Board of 39 people.  (See Appendix 1)

Summary of activities in 2000

In furtherance of the charitable objects, in 2000 RHM produced and distributed two issues of the journal Reproductive Health Matters (Volume 8, Numbers 14 and 15); continued to distribute the book Safe Motherhood Initiatives: Critical Issues and reprinted 2000 copies of this book when it went out of print; continued to distribute Beyond Acceptability: Users' Perspectives on Contraception until it went out of print; printed as an occasional publication a selection of papers on women, reproductive and sexual health and HIV/AIDS from the RHM journal for distribution at the International AIDS Conference, Durban, July 2000; supported the production of two issues of the Chinese version of the journal by the National Research Institute for Family Planning in China and the production of the third Arabic edition of the journal by the Cairo Institute for Human Rights Studies; arranged for abstracts from articles in Volume 8 of the RHM journal to be put on the RHM website and for Beyond Acceptability: Users' Perspectives on Contraception, which went out of print at the end of the year, to be put on the World Health Organization website; and increased the outreach of the journal by adding 1500 key contacts out of a target of 2000 from among RHM's intended audience, mainly in developing countries, to the mailing list to receive free subscriptions. 

THE JOURNAL

"Reproductive rights, human rights and ethics"

Volume 8, Number 15, May 2000

This issue of the journal explores the intersection of reproductive rights, human rights and ethics through conceptual analysis and empirical studies, ranging over issues of economic justice, sector-wide approaches to health systems, transforming family planning programmes, exposing unjust responses to infertility, and easing the pain in managing complications of unsafe abortion. The injustice of ignoring the needs of adolescent girls, the future of the AIDS epidemic and its impact on having and caring for children, ethical dilemmas in trying to prevent infants from becoming HIV infected, the problem of disclosure of HIV status and the ethical responsibilities of couples, medical professionals, family members and the state in supporting people affected by HIV, and ethical conduct of research in the field are all explored.

Human rights and ethics are both professional specialisms. Internationally binding conventions and treaties define human rights, and specialist lawyers and national and international legal and juridical institutions are necessary to interpret them. Equally, it is 'ethicists', mostly based in universities and specialist ethics institutions, and/or in religious orders and institutions, or indeed in professional medical bodies, when it comes to medical ethics, who currently define and interpret ethics. 

However, human rights are a claim made in the face of neglect, abuse and oppression, or in cases of discrimination and inequity, and too often due to the gross violation of people's right to exist. Sometimes they have been derived out of people's innate sense of injustice or of entitlement, even when their leaders deny them this. Certainly this is the case for women with regard to the right to inherit equally with men or to protection from sexual violence or to voluntary motherhood and safe, legal abortion. The formal recognition of particular rights is almost always the result of great struggles, over decades or even centuries, to have these rights accepted. The uphill battle to get any notion of sexual rights or the right of sexual autonomy accepted is a case in point. Nor is an international convention or treaty an end in itself, but only a step in a long process, in which the tasks of interpretation and application are of equal proportions and equally important.

Reproduction, parenting and sexuality are areas in which a myriad of rights and ethical issues arise, and many of the papers in the May 2000 RHM are examples of how intelligent, aware and thinking activists and professionals in the reproductive and sexual health field are talking about and trying to bring understandings of rights and ethics into their work and to apply these in real life situations. Their efforts have followed from the work of experts to codify and interpret specialist issues. In their turn, experts too are searching for ways to make their interpretations more accessible and relevant to those wanting to put rights into practice at community level. If and when there is a gap between what hands-on people treat as rights and ethics issues, as opposed to how the specialists in these areas address these matters, it is important to try to close that gap rather than to reject the one perspective in favour of the other. 

THE JOURNAL

"Reproductive rights, advocacy and changing the law" 

Volume 8, Number 16, November 2000

The papers in this issue address reproductive rights in thought-provoking ways. They make it clear that although major international conferences and follow-up meetings attended by representatives of all the world's governments have developed and agreed internationally applicable definitions of 'reproductive health' and 'reproductive rights', these definitions and their application are not always widely understood or accepted at national and grassroots levels in many countries today, and much work is needed to change this. 

Papers on abortion abound, not surprisingly, covering the role of political parties and political process in changing the law, the role of feminists and doctors in efforts to get hospitals to provide even a small number of legal abortions in the context of a restrictive law, and efforts to get nurses and other health workers to confront their own prejudices against abortion in order to make service provision women-centred. The paper on current events around abortion law reform in Mexico – written almost as they happened – is as close as RHM has ever come to a scoop, considering the journal only comes out twice a year. The introduction to a book of papers on abortion in Argentina discusses the phrase 'risk to the life of the woman' in the life-and-death sense it actually has from a pregnant woman's point of view. 

Policy is a necessary adjunct to the law; it serves as a trigger and defines the way in which law is carried out through services and service delivery. One paper is about sex education policy and advocacy, while another looks at the health service and social contexts of implementation of a policy to integrate maternal and child health/family planning services with those for STD prevention and treatment. The law is present in these papers in the form of Ministry and governmental officials who are answerable to their countries' leaders and parliaments. Two papers delve into the meanings of reproductive health and rights and the role of advocacy in implementing changes in reproductive health law, policies and services. There is an excellent description of advocacy efforts to ensure that a government would start implementing a new law on domestic violence as well.

One of the most thought-provoking papers is by a specialist in law, on the Irish construction of abortion as a European service in the 1980s as a way to ensure Irish women had a right to information about abortion services in other European countries outside Ireland. Its cautions on the consequences of treating abortion as a consumer service, rather than as a women's rights issue, echoing concerns that are increasingly being expressed when health service managers and family planning providers describe women seeking these health care services as 'clients'. 

This issue of RHM contains several papers not on the theme, including one from India on providing the Copper-T 380A IUD as an alternative to female sterilisation, one on infertility management among migrant Ghanaian women in Amsterdam, and a special report from the International AIDS Conference, AIDS 2000, in Durban.

SPECIAL PUBLICATIONS

Women and HIV/AIDS, Reproductive and Sexual Health

Selected Papers for AIDS 2000, Durban

In 1993, RHM included in its editorial policy a commitment to cover HIV/AIDS-related sexual and reproductive health matters in every volume of the journal, and so far, this aim has been achieved. An entire journal issue (Volume 3, Number 5) was devoted to this theme in May 1995 ("Pregnancy, birth control, STDs and AIDS: promoting safer sex"). And almost every issue of the journal and RHM's two books have carried one or more papers on this subject, as well as summaries of relevant information from the published literature in the Round Up section.

This occasional publication is a selection of original papers published between 1996 and 2000 by RHM, plus one paper from the Bulletin of the World Health Organization in 1999, with their permission. It was put together specially for the International AIDS Conference in Durban in July 2000 and was distributed free there and afterwards.

Even ten years ago, there was next to no information available on the intersection of reproductive and sexual health and HIV infection and AIDS for women. This selection of papers is an indication that that situation has finally begun to change. 

(See Appendix 2 for Table of Contents)

Safe Motherhood Initiatives: Critical Issues

The Technical Consultation on Safe Motherhood in Sri Lanka in November 1997 made it clear that in spite of everything that has been learned in the past decade about the prevention of maternal mortality and morbidity, rates have decreased in some countries but not others. Arising from this Consultation, RHM produced a comprehensive collection of papers which offer a critique of safe motherhood initiatives in the 1990s and perspectives on what has been achieved and what remains to be done. Prevention of mortality and morbidity related to pregnancy and childbirth as well as abortion mortality and morbidity are covered. The introduction summarises the lessons learned in the first decade of the Safe Motherhood Initiative on how to prevent maternal deaths and perspectives for the future. The papers cover measurement and its values and limitations; national policies and programmes; case studies of causes of maternal deaths and morbidity; and effective policies and programmes for preventing these deaths. The book ends with a section of practical resources for implementing programmes. 

This book was first published in 1999. The second edition was printed in 2000.

Beyond Acceptability: Users' Perspectives on Contraception

This book was published in 1997 for the Special Programme of Research, Development and Research Training in Human Reproduction (HRP) at the World Health Organization (WHO) in Geneva. It is a multi-authored collection of eleven papers on the meaning of contraceptive acceptability, the perspectives of contraceptive users, and the problems of acceptability of dual protection against unwanted pregnancy and sexually transmitted infections. Copies were for sale at a subsidised, two-tiered price for developed and developing countries. Approximately half were distributed free of charge to those who were unable to pay or have no access to international currencies. 

Although it is now three years old, the papers continue to be both relevant and up-to-date in the issues they raise. Hence, when it went out of print in the second half of 2000, at RHM's initiative, HRP (now part of the Department of Reproductive Health and Research at WHO) put the full contents of the book on their website, with a link to the RHM website. 

RHM IN OTHER LANGUAGES

Chinese

Since 1997, the National Research Institute for Family Planning in Beijing, China, have published a Chinese version of the journal twice a year that includes the editorial, selected papers in full, abstracts of all other full-length papers and selected Round-Up items from each English language issue of RHM. In 1998, their translation and editorial committee was expanded. To date they have published and distributed 2000 copies each of RHM 6 and 7, 1996; RHM 8 and 9, 1997; RHM 10 and 11, 1998; RHM 12 and 13, 1999; and RHM 14 and 15, 2000, mainly in China, Taiwan and Hong Kong. Each number comes out approximately six months after the English version. 

Arabic

In 1998, the Cairo Institute for Human Rights Studies in Egypt began work to produce an annual version of the journal in Arabic, containing a selection of full-length papers from previous journal issues. The first issue was completed at the end of 1998, the second in mid-1999 and the third in mid-2000. 

AUDIENCE AND AUTHORS

The journal's audience and authors continue to come from among the following in both developing and developed countries:

· health ministries, health departments, heads of women's health and maternal and child health, family planning services, policymakers, agencies and donors

· clinicians, family planning providers and associations, and other reproductive health service providers

· researchers in a broad range of biomedical and social sciences

· women's health advocates, groups and organisations, and the leadership of a broad range of other women's organisations

· non-government organisations focusing on health, population and related fields such as development and human rights

· university, medical and other libraries, resource and information centres, national and international professional associations, training courses and institutions in: law, medicine, sexology, demography, public health, women's studies, social sciences, anthropology, ethics, development and midwifery.

· journals, journalists and authors in the field and in health-related fields.

EDITORIAL SUPPORT TO AUTHORS AND EDITORS 

It has been an important part of RHM’s editorial policy from the beginning of the project to provide editorial support to authors whose papers would not be recommended for publication by a 'standard' peer review. Hence, RHM’s peer review guidelines ask reviewers to make detailed suggestions as to how a paper might be improved to aid the author to bring it up to a high standard. The editor also offers detailed comments alongside the peer reviews and often gives substantial help with copyediting in order to achieve this goal. For RHM 13, this occurred with four of the papers and for RHM 16, with seven of the papers. 

The open review process, in which both reviewers’ and authors’ names are made known to each other, supports this process, in that more constructive and detailed suggestions are made than in many other peer reviews, the opportunity for exchange between authors and reviewers is created (and not uncommonly takes place) and the tone of reviews is always supportive and helpful rather than negative, even when critical and even if the reviewer does not recommend publication.

RHM continues to support the membership in the European Association of Science Editors of the editor of the Croatian Medical Journal.

PAPERS, AUTHORS AND PEER REVIEWERS BY REGION

Almost all the papers in the journal in 2000 addressed sexual and reproductive health and rights issues in developing countries or from an international perspective. The regional breakdown of authors and peer reviewers in the two issues follows:

	
	RHM 15

May 2000
	RHM 16

Nov 2000

	
	
	

	PAPERS
	
	

	Developed countries
	1
	2

	Developing countries
	8
	13

	International
	10
	6



	Total
	20
	21

	
	
	

	AUTHORS
	
	

	Developed countries
	25
	9

	Developing countries
	26
	28

	Total
	51
	37

	
	
	

	PEER REVIEWERS
	
	

	Africa
	6
	10

	Asia
	7
	9

	Caribbean
	0
	0

	Western Europe
	11
	13

	Eastern Europe
	0
	0

	Eastern Mediterranean
	0
	2

	Latin America
	7
	12

	NZ/Australia
	1
	1

	North America
	9
	13

	Total
	41
	60


IMPACT: REQUESTS TO REPRINT RHM ARTICLES IN 2000

The following are requests received in 2000 to reprint RHM articles. The publisher Blackwell Science also regularly receive such requests and act directly on them.

· Request to reprint three feature articles and one editorial from RHM6 and RHM7 on women's health policy and men (Nov 1995 and May 1996 respectively) as additional readings in a manual entitled Reproductive Health for All: Taking Account of Power Dynamics between Men and Women, to be published by AIDOS (Italian Association for Women in Development), Rome, and the Women's Health Project, Johannesburg, within the framework of the regional dimension project Gender Equity and Reproductive Health and Rights in Asia, coordinated by AIDOS under the EC/UNFPA Initiative for Reproductive Health in Asia (RHI). 

· Request from the authors for permission to translate into Spanish and seek to publish in a Spanish language journal an article on class, gender and sexuality in adolescent women in Argentina from RHM9 (May 1997).

· Request from PATH (Program for Appropriate Technology in Health) to hand out photocopies of an article in RHM15 (May 2000) on a framework for advancing the reproductive rights agenda, and to post the article on their website.

· Request from the authors to translate an article in RHM16 (November 2000) on abortion and politics in Mexico for the September 28 Campaign for the Decriminalization and Legalization of Abortion in Latin America and the Caribbean, to put it on their website and into a newsletter.

· Request from the Pan American Health Organization to translate into Spanish and post five articles from RHM's Safe Motherhood book on their website.

· Request from the authors to publish a summary of an article in RHM16 (November 2000) on the value of advocacy in implementing a new law on domestic violence in South Africa in the Sexual Health Exchange newsletter published in Zimbabwe and circulated in the health sector in the SADC region.

INDEXES THAT INCLUDED THE JOURNAL IN 2000

In mid-2000 RHM was pleased to learn that the journal had been accepted for indexing in Current Contents, Research Alert, Social and Behavioral Sciences Index and Social Sciences Citation Index. 

The journal is abstracted/indexed in Contemporary Women's Issues, Current Awareness in Biomedicine, Excerpta Medica (EMBASE), Feminist Periodicals, Health Promotion Information, International Bibliography of the Social Sciences, Kinsey Institute for Research in Sex and Reproduction (website only), List of Free Materials in Reproductive Health, Ohio Database of Women's Studies, Popline, Public Affairs Information Service (PAIS), Social Planning/Policy and Development Abstracts (SOPODA), Sociofile, Sociological Abstracts, and Studies on Women Abstracts.

IMPACT: HOW RHM'S PUBLICATIONS ARE USED

A brief e-mail survey of the RHM boards with the question: "Give some examples of the impact of RHM's publications from the point of view of your own work and of your organisation" produced the following replies:

"In the past two years, I have noticed in India that RHM is now 'academically credible'. I say this because in the early years when I first had a paper in RHM, my professors did not see that as anything important. During the last two years I have seen the very same people, who normally publish in technical/demographic journals, interested in and vying for publication in RHM. This is indeed an achievement, indicative of the greater policy impact RHM is having. Further, the paper you published on infertility in Andhra Pradesh has also been very influential because it is the only paper looking at the impact of infertility from a non-clinical perspective."

· Mala Ramanathan, Faculty, Achutha Menon Centre for Health Science Studies, Sree Chitra Tirunal Institute for Medical Sciences and Technology, India

"Reproductive Health Matters is in demand in Asia and the Pacific by all stakeholders in reproductive health, for its well-researched and documented information and perspectives on priority issues. In the year 2000, ARROW coordinated a meeting on research in six Asian countries, focusing on women's access to quality, gender-sensitive health care. The article by Matamala on gender-based indicators in the RHM journal issue on 'Women's health services' (May 1998) played a critical role in contributing to the research analysis framework developed in that meeting."

· Rashidah Abdullah, Asian-Pacific Resource & Research Centre for Women (ARROW), Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 

"The Women's Health Project (WHP) has drawn upon articles in Reproductive Health Matters for two curricula in sexual and reproductive rights and health. The first, 'Transforming Health Systems: Gender and Rights in Reproductive Health'  is a collaboration between WHO, the Harvard School of Public Health and WHP plus experts and institutions as far ranging as India, Kenya, Argentina, China and Australia. The module addressing population, for which I was responsible, draws 

heavily on case studies published in Reproductive Health Matters. The second is 'Reproductive Health for All: Taking Account of Power Dynamics Between Men and Women', for resource people to run training with NGOs in seven Asian countries as part of the EC/UNFPA Initiative for Reproductive Health in Asia. Here we used case studies on progressive women's health policy and on population policy, all from RHM. The journal also provides an incentive for those of us supporting health service transformation to actually write up what we are doing. If RHM weren't there, encouraging us to write and contribute articles, really interesting work might never be reported."

· Barbara Klugman, Director, Women's Health Project, South Africa

"A week does not go by that I do not use RHM in my teaching and research. I am 

continually recommending it the reproductive health law scholars here in this Law Faculty for their research projects, and I use it constantly in my own research."

· Rebecca Cook, Professor, Faculty of Law, University of Toronto, Canada

"The editor of the Latin American and Caribbean Health Network's Women's Health Journal reads RHM to find out about international trends, and as a guide in relation to specific topics. And of course our editors can be influenced by the health and rights themes that RHM is choosing. The impact may be more limited in Latin America than elsewhere because of language, however."

· Amparo Claro, Director, Latin American and Caribbean Health Network, Santiago, Chile

"Reproductive Health Matters has been used by the Safe Motherhood Group in Nigeria. I am also aware of many university students in the sociology and adult education departments taking courses in women's studies, who utilise RHM's publications. Medical students have also visited our library to read the publications. This year the issue on "Reproductive rights, human rights and ethics" (Vol. 8 No. 15, May 2000) has been very popular." 

· Bene Madunagu, Department of Biological Sciences, University of Calabar, Nigeria

"RHM has been an extraordinary resource for women's studies programs and schools of public health in the United States. I frequently speak on women's health concerns and have had the opportunity to share articles and sample RHM issues with faculty, students, and librarians in dozens of institutions each year.  At least 8 or 10 faculty members and students have commented this year specifically on the clear, unique, well-edited, and women-centred content in RHM, that they do not find in most other publications." 
· Judy Norsigian, Boston Women's Health Book Collective, USA

"Although it is difficult to prove that a journal is "known" in the field, I am finding that when I hand someone an RHM brochure or show them a copy of the journal, most people react by saying they know it and they think it is a good publication." 

· Frescia Carrasco, consultant, Denmark

"We have had a lot of good feedback from our ethics article. The principle author received a phone call soon after publication inviting her to join the WHO Regional Advisory Panel for the Americas for the Department of Reproductive Health and Research. She also got a request from a bioethics journal to submit another article. Now she and I are producing a small book for researchers here in Bolivia and elsewhere in Latin America on research ethics in action."

· Susanna Rance, social science researcher on gender and women's health, Bolivia

"For the Catholics for a Free Choice network from Canada to Chile, RHM is an invaluable resource for speeches and articles. US ethicist Ruth Macklin has often said that good ethics begins with good facts. We rely on RHM to give us the facts on science and health that bolster our religious arguments. This and the focus on qualitative research and the actual experiences of women are important in our work with Catholics who are not regularly reading in this field."
· Frances Kissling, President, Catholics for a Free Choice, USA

RHM ON THE WEB
RHM’s publisher, Blackwell Science, created a website in 1998 for RHM at www.blackwell-science.com/rhm. It contains the tables of contents of all journal issues and special publications, author and submission guidelines, subscription rates, and an order form. At the end of 1999, RHM began to pursue with Blackwell Science the possibility of putting the abstracts of all past papers on the Web, as well as the first three volumes of the journal and RHM Volume 6 Number 11 (May 1998), which are now out of print and sold on 3.5" disk only. In 2000, the abstracts in English of RHM 15 and 16 (May and November 2000) were put up on the web. 

Papers from the journal continue to be available electronically for a fee through the Ohio Database of Women’s Studies. About a dozen papers from the journal are posted on a website of the Global Reproductive Health Forum, Harvard School of Public Health. One paper from Safe Motherhood Initiatives has been posted on a WHO web page on the financing of reproductive health interventions in Uganda. EBSCO, an international subscription agency in the USA, specialising in libraries, has a Sample Issue Page for RHM on their website. A link has been set up between RHM’s home page and the sites of the World Health Organization and the Health Education Authority UK. A range of other organisations and publications will be approached in 2000 to set up similar links. 
EDITORIAL ADVISORY BOARD AND TRUSTEES’ MEETINGS

The May 2000 Editorial Advisory Board (EAB) meeting was devoted to a discussion of editorials and directions in seeking papers, and deciding on themes for the journal and brainstorming of topics for 2001 and 2002. Future perspectives for the project were discussed, given that its 'products' have grown and steps to cope with expansion need to be taken, though no firm conclusions were reached. The possibility of using guest editors for the journal was mooted and it was agreed to try this for several issues. Three new invitees for the Editorial Advisory Board were proposed to replace members who had been rotated off or resigned at the end of 1999 because they were inactive. All three invitees accepted and joined the Board. The negative effect of high subscription rates was discussed and it was agreed to reduce these again as per pre-1998, as of 2001. Finally, it was agreed to initiate work on a new book on women and HIV/AIDS, reproductive and sexual health. 

VOLUNTARY HELP AND DONATIONS IN KIND

Participation of members of the Board of Trustees and Editorial Advisory Board remains voluntary. All board members receive the journal free and expenses for attending annual meetings. Authors published and peer reviewers of papers also work on a voluntary basis and receive a free subscription to the journal. Each group of authors now receives 25 offprints of their published paper. Many organisations continue to send information and their publications in exchange for the journal and these are used by RHM for the Round-Up and for book reviews. They are then put on the RHM library shelves or sent to the Healthlink Resource Centre.

CONTRACT WITH BLACKWELL SCIENCE

RHM has now completed three years of a four-year contract with Blackwell Science Ltd (BSL) in Oxford. BSL has been handling all paid and free subscriptions for the journal, back issues (RHM 1-6 and RHM 11 on disk and all others in print), and orders for single copies of the journal and the two special publications. In addition to distribution, BSL are responsible for renewal letters to subscribers, joint promotion and marketing with RHM, management of the RHM website, reprint permissions, sending out offprints of papers to authors. RHM has continued to handle the typesetting and printing of all its publications. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS, ORDERS AND DISTRIBUTION

Due to the decision to increase the outreach of the journal in the year 2000, the print run for the May 2000 journal issue was increased to 4500 copies and for the November 2000 issue to 5000 copies. In 2000, 2598 subscriptions were distributed, including paid and free subscriptions. 

Most journals do not get many requests for back issues, except from libraries for complete sets. The RHM journal is different in that the themes continue to be of interest and the papers are often not out of date even three to five years later. In 2000, 1000 back issues of the journal were ordered. 

Due to a combination of subscriptions, orders for single copies, back issues, and sample and promotional copies, each journal print run is being distributed within three to four years of printing. RHM 1-5 and RHM 11 are out of print and in order to continue distributing these, disk copies are produced. 

A second edition of 2000 copies of the Safe Motherhood book were also printed. 

Subscription rates were not raised for 2000 over 1999. The substantially higher developed country institutional and personal subscription rates, in place since January 1998, brought in increased income in 1999 compared to previous years. However, an analysis of the list of who had subscribed and re-subscribed at the end of 1999 indicated that the database problems in 1998 combined with the higher prices, particularly for developed country institutions, were having a negative effect on the numbers of renewals and new subscriptions, in spite of considerable promotion efforts. 

It was agreed at the trustees' meeting in 2000 to reduce these rates as of January 2001, even though this will result in a loss of income.

Developing country and student/reduced rates were kept low after the move to BSL. In practice, however, these have brought in few paid orders in the years since RHM began. The great majority of paid subscriptions and orders continue to come from developed countries, while almost all subscriptions and orders from developing countries were for free copies of all publications.

A tremendous effort was made to increase the distribution of RHM’s publications in the year 2000. There are many more people in the field who should be receiving the journal, and this year a diverse list of 1500 people based in governments, NGOs, women’s health groups, libraries and a range of professional associations and institutions was compiled, and they began to be sent the journal free. A further 500 free subscriptions, starting with the two issues in 2000, are due to be sent out in early 2001, to reach the original target set. Continuing expansion of the mailing list with such efforts is planned. Copies of the journal also began to be used more often for promotion purposes, as had been done in the first three years of the project. Because of this effort, RHM’s publications began to reach organisations and individuals in 172 countries, a major increase over previous years.

Existing free subscriptions were automatically renewed for 2000, and in future we will ask free subscribers to contact us only if they no longer wish to receive the publication or to update our records.

The tables on the next two pages show :

· The regional distribution in the year 2000 of RHM Numbers 15 and 16 (May and November 2000). (Table 1)

· A comparison between the regional distribution figures in 1995 and in 2000. (Table 2)

Both tables illustrate the impact of the change in the promotion strategy carried out during the course of the year.

· A breakdown of the print runs and the cumulative number of copies distributed to date, based on subscriptions and other orders, and the use of promotional copies. For the first 16 journal issues, from 1993 through to the end of 2000, almost 66,600 copies were printed, of which over 53,650 have been distributed. Since 1997, 16,000 copies of the Chinese edition of the journal have been printed and distributed, while since 1998 3,000 copies of the Arabic version have been printed and distributed. (Table 3) 

PROMOTION ACTIVITIES
RHM carried out the following promotion activities in 2000:

1.
Advertising

· Africa Health – (6 issues) listed RHM in the Book Update section, including the offer of a free journal sample.  Additionally it carried an advertisement for Safe Motherhood Initiatives: Critical Issues in a special issue. Total reader response in 2000 – 249 names and addresses.

· Culture, Health & Sexuality – exchange advertising of journal (1 issue).  

2. 
Promotional distribution

Promotional leaflets were inserted into delegate packs of  the following conferences and/or displayed together with back issues of the journal and copies of RHM special publications on a conference booth.  In total 10,000 leaflets were distributed in 2000.

National/International Conferences and related meetings 

· VIII Regional Conference: Women in Latin America & the Caribbean, 

Lima, Peru

· International Conference on Women’s Status: Vision & Reality in India, 

McMaster University, Ontario, Canada

· Microbicides 2000 Conference, Washington DC, USA 

· International Conference on Humanization of Childbirth, Fortaleza, Brazil

· Royal Commonwealth Society Meeting, London, UK 

· XIII International AIDS Conference, Durban, South Africa

· 13th Congress on Medical Law, Helsinki, Finland

· 1st Congress of the Federation of National European Menopause Societies, 

Prague, Czech Republic

· 7th World International Association for Maternal and Neonatal Health Conference

2000, Cape Town, South Africa

· 9th International Women and Health Meeting, Ontario, Canada

· Psychology of Women Conference, Dundee, Scotland

· Reproductive Health, Children and Youth, Gender, Health & Society at the

World Congress on Medicine and Health, Hanover, Germany

· Royal Society of Medicine: Women’s Health Meeting, London, UK

· 8th Public Health and Policy Conference, UK Public Health Association, 

Harrogate, UK

· 3rd International Conference on Health & Human Rights, Harvard School of 

Public Health, Boston, MA, USA

· IUSTI European Congress on STDs and AIDS, Hungarian STD Society,

Budapest, Hungary

· Reproductive Health 2000, Chicago, USA

· Methodology Planning Workshop, Reproductive Rights & Community Action 

Project, International Planned Parenthood Federation, London, UK

· XV International Conference on the Social Sciences & Medicine, Social Science 
& Medicine, Veldhoven, Netherlands

· International Conference on Health Research for Development, COHRED/UNDP, 

Bangkok, Thailand

· American Medical Women’s Association Annual Meeting, Alexandria,

VA, USA

· African Leaders Conference, SAfAIDS, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

· American Public Health Association Annual Meeting, Washington, DC, USA

· Reproductive Health of Refugees & Displaced Populations, InterAction/Global 

Health Council, Washington, DC, USA

Organisational mailings

RHM negotiated a one-off distribution of its promotional leaflet as an insert in the following organisations’ newsletters, free of charge:

· International Confederation of Midwives

· International Federation of Gynecology and Obstetrics (FIGO)

· Teaching Aids at Low Cost educational book distributors, Saint Albans, UK

National/International Courses/Seminars

Introductory packs containing leaflet, sample copy of the journal were sent for distribution to course/seminar participants.  Sample copies of RHM special publications were donated for display.

· Short course in Reproductive Health Research, London School of Hygiene

and Tropical Medicine, London, UK

· 2nd International Interdisciplinary Conference on Women and Health, 

European Association for Research on Women and Health, Edinburgh, 

Scotland

· Issues of Global Reproductive Health programmes, Centre for Sexual Health 

Research, University of Southampton, UK

· Fertility and Reproduction Seminars (4), Institute of Social & Cultural 

Anthropology, University of Oxford, UK

· Gender 7 Development Course, Rangsit University, Pathumthani, Thailand

· Recent Concepts in Maternal Health Care, Department of OB/GYN, 

R-CERTC, Medical College. Trivandrum, Special Programme, 

Trivandrum, India, co-sponsored by UNICEF

· Sexuality, Culture, and Society, International School for Social Sciences 

Studies, Amsterdam, The Netherlands

· Youth Development & Reproductive Health, CEDPA, Washington, DC, USA

· Women Action and Resource Initiative, Thailand

3.
Subscription Agency Exhibits

RHM journal and Beyond Acceptability: Users’ Perspectives on Contraceptives were displayed by EBSCO – Sample Issue Program at librarians’ meetings in the United States, Canada, Asia, and Mediterranean.

· Medical Libraries Associations, MLA, USA

· Special Libraries Association, SLA, US

· American Libraries Association, ALA, USA

· Ontario Library Association, OLA, Canada

· Congress of Southeast Asian Librarians, Singapore

· International Federation of Library Associations & Institutions, Israel

· Korean Library Association, KLA, Korea

4.
Agency Exhibits at Conferences

This type of exposure at international meetings is carried out in conjunction with Blackwell Science Limited a

· Annual Meeting of the European Society of Human Reproduction & 

Embryology, Bologna, Italy

· Fertility 2000 Joint Conference, Edinburgh, Scotland

· Annual Scientific Meeting of the British Association of Urological Surgeons, 

· Birmingham, UK

· International Conference on the Regulation of Nursing & Midwifery, 

· London, UK

· 13th Women’s Studies Network Conference, Bristol, UK

5.
Special Promotions
· Booth 

At XIII International AIDS Conference, Durban, South Africa - in addition to sample journal issues and leaflets, the book Women & HIV/AIDS, Durban, 2000 – special selection of published papers – was distributed free of charge.

· Beyond Acceptability: Users’ Perspectives
Distributed free of charge to 51 contacts supplied by A L Juarez, MEXFAM, Mexico

· Libraries
1151 US Colleges/Universities Libraries were sent an introductory letter and a leaflet. Criteria for recipient selection included that the library should be at a large or major college or university, be co-educational or women only, have an annual budget of US$500,000 or over, include courses in either biological sciences, biochemistry, ethnic studies, gender studies, health sciences, medicine, nursing, public health and policy, social sciences and/or women’s studies.

6.
Expansion of Complimentary Subscriptions
The list of complimentary subscriptions has been expanded considerably during 2000, in particular in Africa and Latin America, by including membership lists from organisations such as the Society for Women and AIDS in Africa (SWAA); committee lists and contributors to special reports under the WHO imprimatur; EngenderHealth (formerly AVSC, International) country offices; national societies affiliated to the International Federation of Gynecology and Obstetrics; country offices/regional team directors of the Pan American Health Organization and the UN Population Fund (UNFPA); participants' lists of international meetings, e.g. NGO Forum on ICPD+5, The Hague, Netherlands 1999.

OTHER ACTIVITIES OF THE EDITOR 2000

· Chairwoman, Gender Advisory Panel, Department of Reproductive Health and Research (HRP), World Health Organization. In this capacity she attended as an ex-officio member the Department’s Scientific and Technical Advisory Group in February 2000 and reported to its Policy and Coordination Committee in June 2000. 

· Steering committee member, Voices & Choices Project, International Community of Women Living with HIV/AIDS, London. 

· Steering group, UK NGO Group on Sexual and Reproductive Health.

· Peer reviewer for Bulletin of WHO special issue on reproductive health, May 2000.  

· Reviewer of abstracts, International AIDS Conference, Durban, July 2000.

Publications in 2000:

· Editorial, RHM 8(15), Safe sex, women's reproductive rights and the need for a feminist  movement in the 21st century.

· Editorial, RHM 8(16), Reproductive rights, advocacy and changing the law

· Making abortions safe: a matter of good public health policy and practice. Bulletin of World Health Organization. 2000; 78(5):580-89. 

· Positive experiences of an open peer review process. European Science Editing. August 2000.

· HIV/AIDS, sexual and reproductive health at AIDS 2000, Durban. Reproductive Health Matters. 2000; 8(16):160-69.

· Microbicides 2000: report of an international conference 13-16 March, Washington DC. Reproductive Health Matters. 2000; 8(15):126-31.

· Reducing perinatal HIV transmission in developing countries in the context of antenatal and delivery care, and breastfeeding: supporting infant survival by supporting women's survival. Bulletin of World Health Organization. 1999; 77(11): 871-77.

Presentations and/or participation in meetings in 2000: 

· Prevention of HIV/AIDS, gender and the Cairo+5 agenda. Keynote presentation at Women and HIV/AIDS Prevention, Day of Dialogue, Advocacy for Women's Health et al, London, 1 November 2000.

· Enabling safe, legal abortion: aspects of law and policy, Presentation to Technical and Policy Consultation on Safe Abortion, World Health Organization, 18-22 September 2000.

· Chair of panel on Male Condoms, chair of roundtable on International Efforts to Prevent Perinatal HIV Transmission, International AIDS Conference, Durban, July 2000.

· Research on reproductive and sexual health in developing countries, JSI London/London School of Hygiene & Tropical Medicine, 7 June 2000. (attended)

· European Association of Science Editors Tri-Annual Meeting, Tours, 22-25 May 2000. (attended)

· Expert consultation on reproductive health and DALYs, Department of Reproductive Health and Research, World Health Organization, Geneva, January 2000
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Contents

PREGNANCY, REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH AND HAVING CHILDREN

Naila Santos, Elvira Ventura-Filipe, Vera Paiva 

HIV Positive Women, Reproduction and Sexuality in São Paulo, Brazil



(Reproductive Health Matters, Vol 6, No 12, 1998)

Hortense Aka-Dago-Akribi, Annabel Desgrées du Loû, Philippe Msellati, Rose Dossou, Christine Welffens-Ekra
Issues Surrounding Reproductive Choice for Women Living with HIV in Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire



(Reproductive Health Matters, Vol 7, No 13, 1999)

Carolyn Baylies 

The Impact of HIV on Family Size Preference in Zambia



(Reproductive Health Matters, Vol 8, No 15, 2000)
Marge Berer
HIV/AIDS, Pregnancy and Maternal Mortality and Morbidity: Implications for Care



(Safe Motherhood Initiatives: Critical Issues, 1999)
PREVENTING  MOTHER-TO-CHILD TRANSMISSION OF HIV

EG Hermione Lyall

Review of Current Research on Breastmilk and Mother-to-Infant Transmission of HIV

 (Reproductive Health Matters, Vol 6, No 12, 1998)

Marge Berer 

Reducing Perinatal HIV Transmission in Developing Countries through Antenatal and Delivery Care, and Breastfeeding: Supporting Infant Survival by Supporting Women’s Survival

 (© Bulletin of WHO, Vol  77 No 11, 1999 – reprinted with permission)
Catherine Hankins 

Preventing Mother-to-Child Transmission of HIV in Developing Countries: Recent Developments and Ethical Implications

 (Reproductive Health Matters, Vol 8, No 15, 2000)

…/

MAKING SEX SAFER

Sunanda Ray, Nyasha Gumbo, Michael Mbizvo 

Local Voices: What Some Harare Men Say about Preparation for Sex

 
(Reproductive Health Matters, Vol 4 No 7, 1996)

Bo Rix

The Condom Challenge

(Reproductive Health Matters, Vol 4, No 7, 1996)

Sunanda Ray and Caroline Maposhere

Male and Female Condom Use by Sex Workers in Zimbabwe: Acceptability and Obstacles

(Beyond Acceptability: Users’ Perspectives on Contraception, 1997)

Marge Berer 

Dual Protection: Making Sex Safer for Women

(Beyond Acceptability: Users’ Perspectives on Contraception, 1997)

HUMAN RIGHTS AND ETHICS

M C Kalavathy and SK Vijayasankar; Maria de Bruyn; Mabel Bianco and Laura Pagani; Anne Scoular and Mary Hepburn; Catherine Hankins; Carmen D Zorrilla; Earmporn Thongkrajai; Sunanda Ray; Ren-zong Qiu; Hortense Aka-Dago-Akribi, Philippe Msellati, Annabel Desgrées du Loû, Karine Delaunay and Rose Dossou; R R Kishore

Disclosure of HIV Status and Human Rights: The Duties and Responsibilities of Couples, Medical Professionals, Family Members and the State 

(Reproductive Health Matters, Vol 8, No 15, 2000)
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